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In the next year, 1301, Dante was
sent on an embassy to the Pope at
Rome, and while he was away Charles
of Valois descended on his native city,
and Dante's friends were destroyed or
banished. Dante himself was banished
and condemned to be burned alive if
he ever returned. So for the last
twenty years of his life he was an
unhappy wanderer. He lived in
Verona, Ravenna and other towns, and
some say that he visited France and
England. He died in Ravenna in 1321,
and his body was buried with honour
by his friend, Guido Novello da Polenta.
A cast of his face was taken after
death, so we know exactly what this
great -'man looked like.

His " Divina Commedia " is the
greatest work in the Italian language
and one of the greatest in any language.
It may be truly said to have been the
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making of Italian, The ** Commedia "
gives us an insight into the whole
knowledge of Dante's age, including
morals, science and theology, and no
work ever published, except the Bible,
has been so widely translated, so
frequently published in different edi-
tions, or been the subject of so many
books.

A Poet Laureate,

There is a curious resemblance
between the careers of Italy's two
greatest, poets, Dante and Petrarch.
Both belonged to Florence ; Dante
was driven from his home by his
enemies, while Petrarch's father shared
the same fate at the same time, Each,
again, loved deeply a beautiful lady
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s Laura is only less famous

than Dante's Beatrice,

the Miller, and the Cook, who took

Father

carries

of English literature.   The Doctor
a phial of medicine, the Cook a spit.